Abstract: Objectives: To study the current epidemiology of varicella (chickenpox), and to document the presence of a recent epidemic situation occurring among members of the military troops and their families in Taif area; Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Methods: A descriptive study was done to evaluate epidemiological data related to chickenpox over the period of three years starting May 1 st 2005 till April 30 th 2008. Data were recorded regularly complying with the infectious diseases surveillance protocol set by the Saudi Ministry of Health that considers varicella as one of the notifiable diseases. Results: 205 cases were recorded in the first year, 257 during the second year, and more than 5 fold increase up to 1395 cases during the third year; males constituted 54.7% of the total number of cases, all age groups were affected mainly between 5-14 years (46.9%) and between 15-44 years (32.9%), cases over the age of 15 comprised 35.16% of the total number. Conclusions: Reported cases of chickenpox increased dramatically in numbers during the third year of the surveillance indicating an epidemic situation. The disease seams to cease being a childhood exclusive disease; as more than one-third of the reported cases were above the age of 15. The newly introduced childhood compulsory live-attenuated vaccine started nationally in January 2008 is a new hope to reduce burden of the disease within the Saudi community.
INTRODUCTON
Chickenpox or Varicella is a common highly contagious disease results from primary infection with varicella zoster virus.
The resulting illness is usually mild and self limited, but serious complications and death may occur. 1 The disease primarily affect children; who inevitably will suffer its unwanted health-related consequences. 2 Furthermore; Chickenpox may lead to the development of serious complications that could be life threatening in the immuno-suppressed patients, neonates, and normal adults in which the risk of varicella pneumonia, encephalitis, and acute cerebellar ataxia is relatively high. 3 In early 1995, a live-attenuated varicella vaccine was licensed for public use in different parts of the world. It has been proven to be safe and effective; it markedly changed the epidemiology of varicella decreasing dramatically the number of cases. 4 Varicella is considered now by many; the most common infection which is preventable by vaccination. 5 The disease is notifiable in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, there was a marked step-wise increase in its incidence during the last years 6 , that in January 2008 enforced the introduction of varicella vaccine into the routine childhood immunization program after a long period of debate against its national application.
By many Authors 7 the age incidence of the disease showed an upward change over the last two decades, the more the older age groups other than children are 
Material and Methods

Preliminary stage:
Data related to varicella according to the above mentioned variables were revised for completion since the start of the recording system; incomplete items were rerecorded after referring to the patient's file that is accessible through a state of the art electronic filing system.
Implementation stage:
During the last three years; starting 
RESULTS
During the first year of surveillance Table 2 and Figure 1 show the monthly distribution of cases over the study period. Male cases in this study were slightly higher than females (54.7%), most medical literature state that there is now sex difference in the incidence of varicella 11, 12 .
Other reports from Saudi Arabia 10 showed that there is a significant increase in number of cases among males, the possible explanation may be that males seek medical advice more so the case is reported in this culturally conservative community.
Several studies 13 mentioned that during the pre-vaccination era in the western communities, varicella is most prevalent between the age of 4 and 10 years.
Similarly, the most prevalent age group 
